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• Project ‘Achieving Excellence in WH Nomination and Management in

Central Asia’ (June 2017–October 2019)

• Funded through the Advisory Assistance Programme (AAP) of the

Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and

Nuclear Safety (BMU) of Germany

• Geographic scope: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,

Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan

• Lead expert: Hervé Lethier

• Technical support provided by Michael Succow Foundation

• Contribution of >50 national and international experts, and peer

reviewers

WH project in Central Asia
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• The World Heritage Committee has requested IUCN to take an 

action with a view to providing support to the States Parties and in 

particular on enhancing WH in Central Asia. 

• Upstream Process was officially integrated into the 

Operational Guidelines by including an official definition of this 

process and amending Paragraphs 71 and 122 at the 39th session 

of the WHC in Bonn in 2015. 

• WHC-15/39.COM/19 “to update the 2005 Central Asia Regional 

Thematic Study on natural WH with the goal to identify at a 

regional scale the most outstanding steppe areas.”

• 37COM 8B.14 “to conduct a regional comparative biodiversity 

and geodiversity study of Inner Asian high mountains and 

deserts and to conduct a regional expert workshop.” 

Preceding WH Committee decisions
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• Review of existing documentation

• Consultation of national and international 

experts

• Consultative workshops in Bishkek, Tashkent 

and Ashgabat

Methodology



• be outstanding examples 
representing significant on-
going ecological and biological 
processes in the evolution and 
development of terrestrial, 
fresh water, coastal and 
marine ecosystems and 
communities of plants and 
animals

Criterion (ix) 
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• contain the most important 
and significant natural 
habitats for in-situ 
conservation of biological 
diversity, including those 
containing threatened 
species of OUV from the 
point of view of science or 
conservation

Criterion (x)
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Finalisation

Substantive editing 

and peer reviews

Consolidated draft

WH Thematic Study process

Consultation 

workshops 

(Bishkek, Tashkent, 

Almaty)

Desk assessment –

draft review
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• Identification od sites having potential for 

nomination under (ix) and (x)

• Additional recommendations

Main outcomes
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• 9 sites having the highest potential under either 

criterion (ix) and/or (x)

Sites inscribed on the World Heritage List (3) 

Listed on the Tentative Lists (4)

Not listed on the Tentative Lists (2)

Priority sites
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Sites with potential for WH nomination 
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Conservation potential in cold winter deserts

The “cold winter deserts”are among the most characteristic deserts in the

region. They extend from the Caspian Sea to southern Mongolia, and from

the foot of the Tibetan highlands to the steppes of Kazakhstan.

Despite their importance, cold winter deserts are under-represented in the

regional and global network of PAs and on the WH List.

Schmidt, 2017 characterised eight “priority regions” in terms of habitat

diversity, overlapping at least three different desert types. These also partly

overlap with PAs and other areas of biodiversity values, including IBAs and

important routes for migratory birds listed under the CMS and AEWA, as

well as for other important mammal species, like saiga and kulan.
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The report suggests two main options for the

nomination:

I. a serial transnational nomination of Middle Asian cold winter

desert: Bereketli Garagum SNR (870 km2, Turkmenistan) and the

Repetek SBR (346 km2, Turkmenistan), both located in the

southeastern Karakum Desert, when considered together contain high

potential for nomination.The entire area is very remote, overlaps with

the only desert currently on the TL of Turkmenistan, and is a good

representation of the largest Middle East Asian desert where

environmental processes, combined with their size and intactness, are

still functioning naturally, which suggests the potential for nomination

at least under criterion (ix). A serial and transboundary site should

be evaluated, centred around those two protected areas,

encompassing also the central part of the Kyzylkum Desert

(Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan), if extractive industries are not a

potential threat.
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II. a complex of areas representative of the desert biodiversity on the

southern Ustyurt Plateau: the Ustyurt Plateau lies in Uzbekistan and

Kazakhstan, on roughly 200,000 km2 between the Aral Sea and the Amu

Darya River delta in the east, and the Mangyshlak Plateau and the Kara-

Bogaz-Gol in the west. This large area consists primarily of stony desert

with rich specific flora species and where many endemic fauna species

(e.g. genera Diplomesodon, Spermophilopsis, Pyderethmus,

Allactodipus, Eremodipus, etc.) and the saiga thrive; thus, it may be

eligible under criterion (x). Poaching, lack of environmental knowledge,

and private-sector development have, however, been identified among

the main threats affecting the whole area and they might have significant

effects on its integrity, which required detailed investigation. The site

would be transboundary or serial transnational and would cover

the Ustyurt Nature Reserve (2,233 km2) in Kazakhstan and other

areas to be determined in Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan.
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• Create and/or update the Tentative List

• Improve the protection regime of areas and 

ecological corridors having the highest values for 

WH

• Consider a range of international designation / 

recognition mechanisms to recognize areas of 

global importancE

• Foster transnational cooperation and identify 

transboundary sites

Additional recommendations
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• Develop a continuous dialogue among the 

stakeholders

• Improve enforcement and compatibility between 

regulatory frameworks at all levels 

• Conduct training sessions and activities on how to 

prepare nominations

Additional recommendations (ctd.)
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Knowledge generation
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Launch of the thematic study!
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Second Phase (2017-2020)
Facilitate the implementation of identified 

actions to achieve Aichi Biodiversity Target 11

Identify 
regional 
partners

Develop 
regional 

implementation 
support 

networks and 
action plans

Concerted 
efforts by all 
in coherent 

manner

COP 15

COP 14 
reporting and 

mid-course 
corrections

Continue 
support 
through 

implementation 
support 

networks

Launching of the Partnerships on Aichi Target 11 COP14 Egypt





2020
COP15
2020

2019

July – December 2019:

• Mobilize 

governments, 

partners and donors

• Update information in 

WDPA

• Define priority 

actions

January- October 2020:

• Facilitate implementation of 

ongoing activities, 

commitments, opportunities 

June – August 2020: 

• 6 regional workshops to 

collect information on 

progress 

Oct 2020: 

COP15 

Report 

progress for 

each 

element of 

Target 11 

Timeline of main activities of the Global 

Partnership:



Thank you for 
your attention


