
The short report on the results conducted during the expedition to the Kazakh part of the South 

Ustyurt and the Kaplankyr Chink in April and Mai 2018. 

In the period of 26 April to 5 Mai, in a framework of the CADI project (Central Asian Desert Initiative), 

a second comprehensive expedition to the southern part of the Ustyurt Plateau in Kazakhstan took 

place. In the expedition participated: Mark Pestov (herpetologist, Russia), Alexey Laktionov (botanist, 

Russia), Zhaskairat Nurmukhambetov (ornithologist, Kazakhstan), Vladimir Terentjev (environmental 

scientist, Kazakhstan), Orunbek Mukhanov (driver, Kazakhstan) and Rustam Karabalaev (driver, 

Kazakhstan).  

During the expedition, a group of researchers got a permission from the Ministry of Internal Affairs 

and the Border Guard Service of the Republic of Kazakhstan to enter a territory lying close to the state 

border among Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan to research the Kaplankyr Chink area. The border guards 

at the Ustyrt border post shared with a group of researchers a delicious meal in their soldiers' canteen 

and reported about encountering with a honey badger (lat. Mellivora capensis). A border guard team 

reported additionally about a placement of 8-row barrier barbed-wire fence on the border, which 

represents an insurmountable barrier for wild ungulates. In addition, it was reported about an area 

with a deep sinkhole and overhanging vertical sides, which was unknown for researchers earlier.  

One of the most significant results of the expedition was a proof of an occurrence of the Ustyurt urial 

(lat. Ovis orientalis vignei) habitat and a large group of goitered gazelle (lat. Gazella subgutturosa) in 

Southern Ustyurt, which is a crucial biotope for these populations and therefore should be granted a 

protected area status. In particular, plans of hydrocarbon fields development of the Kansu and Samtyr 

closely situated to the borders of the Ustyurt Nature Reserve are relevant to the planned protected 

area.  

An indirect proof of the occurrence of a honey badger (lat. Mellivora capensis) habitat in the Southern 

Ustyurt was many empty tortoiseshells, up to 100 pieces per day. Unfortunately, we did not encounter 

a honey badger during the expedition. One of the herpetological findings was an encountering with 

Spalerosophis (lat.) and with two huge blotched snakes (up to 155 cm) (lat. Elaphe sauromates). Our 

ornithological observations included encountering of vultures, golden eagle and eagle owl.  

According to floristic and geobotanical research results, new populations of plant species listed in the 

Red Book of the Republic of Kazakhstan were found. Among the botanical rarities were noticed 

Crambe edentula (lat.) and Euphorbia (lat.). On the Chink, researchers discovered populations of Inula 

(lat.) of the Eastern Caspian region. In general, an occurrence of large areas of unaltered, unique and 

typical only for the territory of Ustyurt as well as unique plant communities should be noticed. 

We hope that the data collected during the expedition will serve as a basis for the preparation of a 

scientific justification for the establishment of protected areas in the Southern Ustyurt. Ideally, the 

proposed protected area should have a transboundary character. 


